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April 20, 2014
Dear, Professor  
Wuhan Institute of Technology (WIT) in partnership with the University of Puget Sound, the International Debate Education Association (IDEA) and the China Debate Education Network (CDEN) is pleased to invite you to the WIT/CDEN—Central China Debate Competition to be held on the campus of Wuhan Institute of Technology on May 23-25, 2014. We invite you to come to Wuhan, Hubei, PRC for one day of British Parliamentary Debater and Adjudicator training in Mandarin and English followed by two days of competition. 
Chinese debate experts, assisted by United States experts, will present the training sessions for both debaters and judges. Students will learn about British Parliamentary Format, Case Construction, Opposition Arguments, Refutation and Points of Information, Extension and Summaries, and Research and Argument Quality. Judges will learn the basics for judging and teaching British Parliamentary debate and have a chance to practice judging a debate. We hope this training will bring many new students and judges to this form of debate. Sessions will be offered in both English and Mandarin.
The tournament will consist of four rounds of preliminary debates followed by a semifinal and finals round if the size of the tournament dictates. Certificates will be given to all students and adjudicators that participate. Awards will be given to all finalists. 
WIT along with University of Puget Sound will offer limited travel and lodging subsidies for expenses associated with travel to and lodging in Wuhan. Please see the following Tournament Information for more specific details regarding subsidies. 
To make this training and tournament a success, we ask that you arrive at WIT no later than 9 am on Friday May 23, 2014. Please let us know as soon as possible if you are able and willing to attend because if you are not, we would like to be able to give your space to another deserving university. 
Over the last decade, IDEA has organized and sponsored debate competitions and education development across China.  Debate education and practice develops student communication skills, language proficiency, and critical thinking while improving student learning beyond the laboratory of debate.  The University of Puget Sound and WIT are delighted to be partners with IDEA in developing the China Debate Education Network.
We sincerely hope you are able to do us the honor of being a part of this important training and tournament.  
Sincerely, 
Dr. Derek Buescher                                                                    Wang Zhen Hong, Luo Qiong
Professor and Chair, Communication Studies,            Director and coordinators of tournament
Director of Forensics                                                                  Wuhan Institute of Technology
University of Puget Sound
Registration:
Please submit all entries to www.forensicstournament.net/WITCDEN/14
Note: All entries, teams and judges, must be made through the online entry system. Universities that do not use the online system will not receive a subsidy and may not be able to compete in the tournament.  Subsidies will be based upon the data from the webpage not the data you send to the local host. The tournament size is limited to 3 entries per university of which one entry must be a Chinese/Mandarin speaking team. 

Entry Deadline:
9:00 pm Monday May 19th, Beijing time. Email questions to dbuescher@pugetsound.edu.
Fees and Judges:
No fees need to be paid for the entries in the tournament. Each university will be required to provide judges based on N-1 principles, with N indicating the number of entries (For instance, a school plans to send 3 teams, then the corresponding number of the required judges is 3-1=2). If the number fails to meet the principle, the university will be charged the hired judging fees with 300 RMB per person. We will make every effort to hire at least 2 judges for each competition to ensure the fair play. If the university indeed has difficulties in sending the required quantity of judges, please contact the organizing committee through dbuescher@pugetsound.edu. 
Subsidy:

Only those judges/teams listed on the web based entry system will receive a subsidy. Limited travel and lodging subsidies for expenses associated with travel to and lodging in Wuhan will be offered for teams from Central China regions. Teams from regions beyond Central China are welcomed to participate and will receive food provided by the tournament, but will not receive an additional subsidy. 
Food: 

Box lunches will be provided during the tournament from May 23rd to May 25th. 
Hotel:
JiuTong HaiYuan Hotel

79 Optics Valley Road, Development Zone of East Lake New Technology, Wuhan  
Tel: 027-59222999

Price: RMB 298 for a standard single room /a standard double room
          RMB 338 for a deluxe double room (breakfast included)
Note: The hotel is within walking distance of campus. Contact Jill (Tel:18672313420, e-mail: 4168395@qq.com), the co-organizer of the tournament, if you need help in booking the hotel.
Schedule:
Friday, May 23rd
8:30 -10:00
   Registration (Lobby of Hotel/)
10:00-10:30            Opening Ceremony

10:30-12:15
   Training Sessions for Debaters and Judges

12:15-1:30
   Lunch
1:30-5:00                Training Sessions for Debaters and Judges
5:00-6:30                Supper
6:30-7:00
   Demo Instruction
7:00-8:30
   Demo
Saturday, May 24th 
9:00-9:30
     Additional Registration（Teaching Building 4）

9:30-9:40
     Roll Call
9:40-10:10
     Instruction for Round One 
10:10-11:40
     Round One
11:40-1:20
     Lunch
1:20-1:30
    Roll Call
1:30-2:00
    Instruction for Round Two
2:00-3:30
    Round Two
3:50-4:00
    Roll Call
4:00-4:30
    Instruction for Round Three 


4:30-6:00
    Round Three
Sunday May 25th
8:45-9:00
    Roll Call
9:00-9:30
    Instruction for Round Four
9:30-11:00
    Round Four 
11:00-12:00
    Lunch
12:15
                 Announcement of the Winning Teams 
12:30-1:00
   Instruction for Semi-Final
1:00-2:30                Semi-Final
3-3:30

   Instruction for Final
3:30-4:45                Final
5:00-5:30
   Awards
